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NOTIFICATION OF DECISION 
BOARD OF COUNTY COl\fMISSIONERS 

November 20, 2003 

SUBJECT: FILE NO: C0-30008/CSU-30001 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Claudine Martinez, agent for Southwest Landfill, appeals the 
Extraterritorial Land Use Commission's decision in denying an 
amendment to a Special Use Permit to allow expansion of a 
Construction Debris Landfill, plus the addition of a related 
Technical Operation (transfer station for household waste) and 
Equipment Storage on a 14 tracts of land in Sections 20, 29, & 30 
T9N R2E,located at 5816 Pajarito Road SW , zoned A-1, 
containing approximately 140 acres. (R-8, S-7 & 8) (Original 
request submitted by Claudine Martinez, agent for Southwest 
LandfJJl) (DEFERRED FROM THE SEPTEMBER 24, 2003 BCC 
HEARING) 

ACTION: GRANTED THE APPEAL; THEREBY APPROVING AN 
AMENDMENT TO A SPECIAL USE PERMIT 

To Whom It May Concern: 

At the November 18, 2003 public hearing, the Board of County Commissjoners voted to grant 
the appeal ; thereby approving an amendment to a Special Use Pennit to allow expansion of a 
Construction Debris Landfill on a 14 tracts of land in Sections 20, 29, & 30 T9N R2E, located at 
5816 Pajarito Road SW , zoned A-1, containing approximately 140 acres. The decision ;vas 
based on the following Findings and subject to the following Conditions: 

Findings: 

1. Tttis request is for an amendmem to an existing Special Use Permit (CSU-9 I -34) to allow 
expansion of a construction and debris landfill by 60 acres on a 140-acre tract of land 
located in Sections 20, 29, and 30. Range 2 East. Township 9 Nor1h . 
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2. The property is zoned A-1 and is located in the Rural Area and the Reserve Area of the 
Albuquerque/Bernalillo County Comprehensive Plan. 

3. The request is in an area where the depth to groundwater is approximately 500 feet. 

4. The landfilJ will be lined to protect groundwater. 

5. The landfill is not located in a crucial area as defined by the Groundwater Protec6on 
Policy and Action Plan. 

6. The request for amendment to an existing Special Use Permit (CSU-91-34) to allow 
expansion of a construction and debris landfill is consistent with Resolution 116-1986 in 
that this land use is more advantageous to the community by providing additional space . 
for construction and demolition waste that will reduce illegal dull1ping in the County, as -
articulated in Policy 3 (Solid Waste Management) of the Albuquerque/Bernalillo County 
Comprehensive Plan. 

7. The request for expansion of the construction and debris landfill is consistent with the 
health, safety, and general welfare of the residents of the County. 

8. The provisions of the existing Special Use Permit for a construction and debris landfill 
not in conflict with this approval are hereby preserved and maintained. 

Conditions: 

l. Construction and demolition debris only shall be permitted at the landfill site. No 
hazardous materials may be accepted at the landfill. 

2. A revised Closure and Post-Closure Plan and a Reclamation Plan shall be submitted to 
the Zoning, Building, and Planning Depariinent. 

3. Lining of cells 5-8, including a leachate collectjon system, and any additional cells 
allowed by the expansion of the landfill, shall be required following EPA specifications.· 

4. A minimum of one groundwater quality monitoring well shall be sited, constructed, and 
monitored for each cell in accordance with· guidelines provided by the EPA and the State 
Environmental Health Department. 

5. Prior to approval of placement of any fill in designated 100-year flood zones, a 
Conditional Letter of Map Revision must be approved by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) in accordance with national flood insurance program 
regulations. 
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6. The applicant shaiJ obtain necessary approvals from the BernaliJlo County Fire 
Department to address fire apparatus, access roads, hazardous materials, and availability 
of water suppl ies for fire protection. 

7. The applicant shall submi t to Bernalillo County Public Works, a Traffic Impact Analysis 
(TIA) to determine the impacts to the road system, as we)] as to determine appropriate 
mitigation measures. A copy of the approval shall be submitted to the Zoning, Building 
and Planning Department. 

8. An all weather road shall be constructed fromPajatito Rd. to the landfill using County 
Public Works specifications. 

9. A signage plan that is in accordance with Manual Uniform Traffic Control Devices shall. . 
be submi tted to County Public Works for review. A copy of the-approval shall be ,_ 
submitted to the Zoning, Building, and Planning Department. 

10. A revised grading and drainage plan that addresses flood plain, slopes no steeper than 4:1 
(25%) and any other requirernef!tS shal l be submitted to the Bernalillo County Public 
Works Department. A copy shall be submitted to the Zoning, BuiJding, and Planning 
Department. 

11. A revised landscaping and fencing plan shall be subrrtitted to the Zoning, Building, and 
Planning Department prior to final approyal of the site plan pursuant to Condition 13. 

12. The applicant shall comply with all app~icable Bernalillo County ordinances and 
regulations. 

13. A revised site development plan consistent with the Conditions of Approval and 
containing accurate legal descriptions f<?r·.all lots inc luded in the landfill shall be 
submitted for review and approval to the Zoning Administrator within two months after 
the final Board of County Commissioners approval. 

. 14. The foregoing Conditions shall become effective irrunediately upon execution or 
utilization of any portion of the rights and privileges authorized by this Special Use 
Permit, and shall be strictly complied within one year. 

If you have any questions, please fee] free to contact me directly at 314-0384. 

Sincerely, 

;~, (~~ 
Nano K. Chavez .--­
Planning M anager 

NKC/dm1 

/ 
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cc: File 
CPC Members 
Rene Sedillo, Special Projects Coordinator 
Roger P au l, Public Works 
Lainey Greiner, County GIS 
Neal Weinberg, AGIS 
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JUNTA EN LA CASA Y FAMILIA 
INVIT AR LA GENTE DE UNA 

PLATICAR CON RELACION AL DUMPE. 
ES DE GRAN IMPORTANCIA 

SABAD0~03 
11 :30 A.M. 

TENEMOS COMEDA Y REFRESCOS 

MEETING AT THE H01vfE OF AND 
FAMILY 

INVITE OTHER PAJARJTO :MESA RESIDENTS TO DISCUSS 
RELATIONS OF THE LANDFILL. 

SATURDAY MARCH 8, 2003 
11:30 AM. 

FOOD AND REFRESHMENTS WILL BE PROVIDED. , 
~ \\on_Q ~ 



Pajarit \1esa Needs Safe Drinki1 Water 

Steer your tires towards the Sou th Valley of 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. When you are 
nearly out of town make an abrupt turn 
west leading you up to what is known as 
Pajarito Mesa. What you will find may be 
shocking. You will see signs to a 
construction landfilL Watch your tires for 
the tumbleweed dusters of barbed wire 
which blow around, discarded by trucks 
rejected by the landfill. Piles of 
tires soak up the New Mexico 
sun, as do retired mobile 
homes in their final resting 

In May of 2000 residents of Pajarito Mesa 
formed a Mutual Domestic Water Users 
Association, a public body, to provide safe 
drinking water . Membership in the 
MDWCA is currently at 171 families. Their 
goal is to get water to the people on the 
mesa; however due to the multiplicity of 
needs the MDWCA has adopted numerous 
other goals. Through gra ssroots fundraising 

at events such as their annual 
Mother's Day fair, they managed 
to purchase a road grader to h elp 

place. Turn north and you w ill -=-- -----:~:OSl-~=~ 

maintain thei r dirt roads which 
would wash out or be impassable 
d u ring New Mexico's short but 
torrentia l m onsoon season. Th'~ 
Association organizes an annual 
community clean-up day, during 
which residen ts start at home and 
venture out onto the mesa to 
clean up the trash that others 
have been dumping all year. 

run into a county jail. 

In the midst of this landscape 
live an estimated 350 fa milies. 
Some call them pioneers, most 
are immigrants from Mexko 
who were attracted · to the 
open space of the mesa and 
the chance to fulfill their 
dreams of having a piece of 
land to own and call home. It is easy to get 
lost on the di rt roads crisscrossing priva te 
land on the m esa. There are no legal access 
roads up here and maps of the area held by 
the county of B~malillo are vague and 
conflicting. The families, despite paying 
property taxes on an equal percentage basis 
as other residents of Bernalillo County, 
receive n o emergency services for this 
reason. The ambulance can't find them, or if 
it does, six o r eight hours have lapsed . 

Much attention has been given to border 
regions and . the "Colonia" development 
which springs up, often lacking in sufficient 
infrastructure. Pajarito Mesa is in fact a 
Colonia, only it is too fa r fro m the actual 
border to garner the designation. All of the 
r·es idents live here without water and 
electricity. 

Pajarito Mesa has not been 
developed according to any planning or 
zoning requirements of Bernalillo County. 
Past landowners and developers failed to 
properly su bdivide the property on Pajarito 
Mesa before sel1ing it to the residents who 
live there today. Thus, current residents fe ll 
into violation of Bernalillo county zoning 
and environmental health codes. Problems 
also arose when former landowners filed 
bankruptcy and residents were unable to 
get title to the land they had purchased. 

The community on the Mesa llas come 
together to try to address these problems. 
Many s tudies have been conducted about 
the hydrology in the area, and the 
underground water availability is a bleak 
situation as well. _One resident has a 760' 
deep well and a sma ll tank. 



Pajarit'- _vfesa Needs Safe Drinkirl
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Water 

Many of the members of the Association do 
not currently have adequate sanitary waste 
d isposal systems. Approximately 80 to 100 
members of the Pajarito l\1esa MDWCA 
will need septic systems installed at their 
homes pe1· Bernalillo County ordinance. 

Pajarito Me~a lies five minute from 
Albuquerque city limits, when the weather 
is good and the roads are passable. The 
area's southern boundary is Isleta Pueblo. 
Approximately two-thirds of the area is 
zoned as "reserve land" by · Bernalillo 
County. This designation was meant to 
d eter development and growth in the area. 

Approximately 15 years ago some 
individuals began selling home sites on 
Pajarito Mesa. In some cases this land w a s 
not properly surveyed, described, 
monumented, or recorded, and there are 

even allegations that land was sold by those 
who did not even own it. The land was 
usually sold by a "real esta te contract" that 

was held by the seller and not recorded o r 
filed. The targets of these questionable land 

sales were largely low-income H ispanic 
fami lies. Many of these fam ily members 
spoke limited English, if any, and were not 

aware of local laws and zoning ordinances 
related to land transactions and 

development. The sa les by "real estate 

contract" allowed the transactions to take 
place with no money down. 

Even with the remoteness of the area and 
the harshness of living without modern 
services, this was the only opportunity 
many of these families would have to 
become homeowners and put down 
permanent roots. This unfortunate practice 
continued over a number of years and 
d evelopment occurred on Pajari to Mesa 
largely unnoticed by local and state 
governmental agencies. 

Pajarito Mesa MDWCA has hired Souder, 
Miller & Associates of Albuquerque to 
complete a Preliminary Engineering report 
for a project to bring water to the 
community. The proposed plan will include 
installation of 500-gallon capacity cisterns 
for each home with a solar unit to run the 
pump and provide surplus power to run 
ho me appliances and lights. The tanks 
would be filled by a water tanker owned by 
the MDWCA, which would retrieve water 
from a community dispenser station. 

It is clear that this project will be costly. 
Pajarito Mesa, with the support of teclmical 
assistance providers, p lans to seek funding 
from a number of sources. 

For more information, please conta.ct: 

Sandra Montes, President 
Pajarito Mesa MDWCA 
505-550-9958 

Tracy Svanda . . . . 

I 

New Mexico Rural Water Association 
505-884-1031 



Pajarito Mesa Mutual Domestic Water Consun1.er Association 
P.O. Box 12244 

A l bug u e1·que, NM 8 7195 
(55) 550-9958 

January 22, 2002 

Extraterritoria l Land Use Commission 
Bernalillo County Zoning Building and Plarming Department 
Ill Union Square 
Albuquerque, NM 87102 

SUBJECT: OPPOSITION TO SPECIAL USE PERMIT (CSU-30001/SOUTHWEST 
LANDFILL, LLC) ALLOWING THE EXPANSION OF SOUTHWEST LANDFILL .._, 
AND TO CONSTRUCT A TRANSFER STATION AND ESTABLISH AN . 
EQUIPMENT STORAGE YARD. 

Dear Commissioners ; 

On behalf of the Pajarito Mesa Mutual Domestic Water Consumers Association and as neighbors of the 
Southwest Landfill, LLC, we respectful ly submit this letter opposing their request for a Special Use 
Permit (CS U-30001). The Pajarito Mesa Mutual Domestic Water Consumers Association is a non-profit 
membership·organization of 146 families formed for the purpose of "providing safe drinking water 
services to the Pajarito Mesa Community,"(see attached document). We are ofthe opinion that allowing 
Southwest Landfill to exp and current landfill operation from 65 acres to 120 acres, to relocate its 
operation area and include a transfer station, an office and maintenance bu ilding, and establish an 
equipment storage yard is an environmenral injustice to the Pajarito Mesa Community. 

The proposed expansion would have serious negative impacts not only to our corrununity but the 
surrounding communities as well, Isleta Pueblo and rhe L os Padillas area, all communities of color and 
are made up of families that live below the national poverty leveL By permitting this facility, the NM 
Environmental Department (NMED)has already created a d iscri minatory and di sparate effect on our 
community. 

Our main concem is that the Southwest Landfill is located in the "Crucial Area" designated by the 
Ground-Water P rotection Policy and Action Plan· (GPPAP) and that in I 997 Bernalillo County failed to 
foll ow GPPAP and 1ts own Solid Waste regulat ions. According to the GPPAP the County should be 

I 

"encouraging relocation of ex isting landfills out of crucial areas." 

According to the State E ng ineer Office records the fol lowing wells exist, public well system Leavitt Well 
Field, approximately 3.5 miles northeast of Southwest Landfil l; well RG-56055, is 1,800 feet from the ...,. __ _ 
southwest comer of the landfill; and well RG-44639 is also approximately 1,800 feet from the southeast• 
comer of the landfill. The Winchester pnvately owned well which serves 30+ households lies withm 3 
mi les southeast of the landfill and the proposed location for the Pajarito Mesa Commun ity we ll is wi thi n 
1.25 mi les west of the landfill. 
We fee l our community is most at ri sk due to potential con tamination and proximity of rhese and orher 
fuwre private and community well s. The penn.i t nppli cmion on page l 2 states, "Southwest Lnndfi ll is a 
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const ruction. demolition and yard waste collection facil1ry. therefore does not regu1rc a leachate collection 
sy<; tem or liner ·• Our concern is thai landfill contammatiOn could seep through and thnt m 1997 Southwest 
Landfill did not demonsuate that groundwater flow m the area of rhe JandftlJ Js to rhe wesr -sourhwest, 
"away from all c1 ty wells and antiCipated development" as alleged 111 the application. 

Also, 1n an 1nspecuon for compliance by an Environmemal SpecHt list with NMED on September 8, 2000, 
ind1cated that Southwest Landfill had ten (I 0) minor and major code violations. including unsan1tary 
engineering resultmg in "exposed or uncovered waste over the enure acti ve po11ion of the landflll ; fail ure 
to apply adequate dally cover; and failure to maintai n adequate JntetmedJate cover . ... as evidenced by an 
area of ponding, minor erosion, and an uneven surface grade." (See attached Compliance Order.) What 
does this tell us of their intent to be "good neighbors"? 

Other neighborhood concerns include: 
• Expansion of the Southwesl LandfiJJ would add to the serious affects on the hea llh and safety of 
our chi ldren and residents by increased traffic, dust. and noise. To dale there has not been a traffic 
ana lysis conducted to consider the potential impacts . 
• Addition of a transfer station would increase the already exist ing health and safety problem with ,.:.. 
littering and illega l dumping. Southwest Landfill has not furnished the community with a price lis t of the 
fees fo r the use of the transfer stati on. If fees are too high (as oppose to a muniCipal landfi ll) this would 
encourage people turned away to continue dumping their trash load on the s1de of the road. 
• More over, we are concerned that there is no assurance that household waste from the transfer 
station will not be dumped m the landfill. In the 2000 Inspection by NMED, the landfill was sued for 
havmg "recyclables at the southwest comer of the active portion of the landfill mixed together with solid 
waste, thereby failing to store the recyclables in a sanitary manner ... and in a manner wh1ch does not 
create disease vector harborage." 

The a~sumption made in the application that there is no poten tial development m the Pajarito Mesa 
area is understated. Withi n the last two years the area has grown fwm 270 families to an estimated 400 
families currently Jiving near the landfill area. Current plans are also underway for an extension of Paseo 
del Volcan Southwest Loop on Pajarito Mesa. Expansion of the landfill has the potential of affecting 
many more families and residents in the Southwest Mesa. 

Furthermore, the Paj arito Mesa and the South Valley C~:ffi111Unity has fought thi s permitting for more than 
ten (10) years when there no demonstrated "need" for this facility. The City and County have spent 5 
years and millions of dollars to put in place the Cerro Colorado Landfil l that has the capaci ty to service 
the County's needs, including construction debri, for more than 25 years. 

Therefore. we respectfully ask that you please consider our concerns and VOTE NO to the Southwest 
Landfill , LLC Special Use Permit th at would so negatively impact the heal th . welfare. and quality of life 
in our neighborhood. 

Sincerely, 
(! 

--~lto-Y/~ 
Sandra Montes. President 
Pajarito Mesa Mutual Domestic Water Consumers Association 

Cc Catherine VerEecJ..e. Program Planner 
Bemal illo County Depa11ment of Zoning. Building, and Plannlllg 

, 
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January 26, 2003 

Extraterri torial Land Use Commission 
Bernali llo County/Ci ty of Albuquerque 
4111 & Marquette, l 01

h Floor 
Albuquerque, NM 87102 

REF: CSU - 3000 I - Southwest Landfill 

Dear Commission: 

The South Valley Coalition of Neighborhood Associations, a coal ition of 14 
Neighborhood Associations that are all located in the Southwest area of Bernalillo 
County, is vehemently opposed to any recommendation of approval fo r th is appl ication. 

We are opposed for the following reasons: 

Expans ion of Footprint/site 

The r~quest for expansion from 80 acres and the approved 8 cells is: 

o A clear violation of the Groundwater Protection P olicy and A ct ion Plan ­
which prohibits the expansion oflandfills in the "crucial zone" for Albuquerque's 
water supply- as designated in the GPPAP (See Attaclunent A). 

Further, the Bernalillo County Solid Waste Ordinance notes that all activity 
approved in Bernalillo County for solid waste activities must conform to the 
GPPAP - thereby making the GPPAP not just a "guideline" but law. (See 
Attaclunent B) 

Further, in December of 1995 the County Commissioners approved a change of 
use fo r Southwest Landfill to become a municipal (household waste) faci lity. This 
approval also violated the GPPAP because that document also prohibits the siting 
of n ew landfill fac ilities . The Appeals Court ofNM mled in favor of the 
community, when it took the County Commissioners to court over their refusal to 
comply with the Solid Waste Ordinance and the GPPAP (See Artaclm1ent C). 

POB 12362 • Albuquerque, New M exico 87 195-2362 
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The GrounJ\\a!er Protection Policy and Ac1ion Board recently conduc1ed I LS 

formal 5-ycar·review ufthe GPPAP. AI no ume d1d Suuth\\est Landfill approach 
1he Board to d1scuss 1ts concems about the des1gnated crucial zon~ and whether or 
not Southwest Landfil l should or should not he in the crucial zone. The GPPAP 
Board, 111 1ts 5-year review, reconfirmed that the plan, including the designated 
crucial zone, was sound. The staff at County Zoning and Planning has mcluded in 
the documentation before you a map that shows clearly that Southwest Landfill 
sits 111 the crucial zone. 

Th e ELUC is not an appropriate f orum f or any technical challenge to the 
validity oftlz e crucial zone in the GPPAP or whether or not South west L andfill 
does or does not sit in the crucial zone. The appropriate j urisdiction/authority 
for t!tnt revie1v and consideration is the GPPAP Board,followed by a revie•v of 
both the City Councilors and the County Commissioners - if a m odification of 
the crucial r.one or any other aspect of that plan is indeed needed. 

o Expansion approval would violate the ELUA- 2- 1998 because there is no trend, 
other than the landfi ll itself seeking to expand, toward this type of land use in 1his 
area in the recently approved Southwest Area Plan. There is also clearly no 
mistake in the zone map nor would this expansion berter fulfill the existing plans. 
In fact. the Southwest Area Plan designates this area for A- J or higher density 
residential or "planned community" uses. Expanding the landfill will, in fac t, 
make 1t impossible for other landowners in this area to carry out the Somhwest 

. Area plan. It is clearly disadvantageous to other landowners and residents i11 the 
area. 

This area is an entirely residential area. There are neither any other commercial or 
industrial facilities nor are there any sewage or water services available. The 
landfil l was a "spot zone" when it was approved in 1987 and it continues to be so. 
Expanding the faci lity only exacerbates 01e nature of the clear violation of the 
plans. The closest home lies only J 800 feet off the southeaster corner of the 
landfil l. ·· 

In the 1 980s, Camp, Dresser & McGee was contracted by the City and County to 
find a site for what, eventually, became the Cerro Colorado. The area where 
Southwest Landfill is located was considered, but it was ruled out of the running 
by CDM principally because of. 

o The proximity to the Pueblo; 
o The residential nature of the community; 
o Poor and limited (to a single, unpaved, road) access, 
o Groundwater issues. 

(A copy of that report by CDlvf can be found in the files of the Cerro Colorado 
landfil l ) 

; 
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,-\City of Albuquerque, ··watel Util!ti~s Div1sion" survt:; conducteJ in I 1>9-l-95, 
1dentlfied lhe Western Escarpment of Albuquer~lllt .:!S the f:htest g10wmg 
residential areas. (See Attachment D) 

o Violauon uf future site for Open Space The JOint cny/county Open Space plan, 
the Bernalillo Coumy Comprehensive Plan and the Southwest Area Plan 
designates the edge of the escarpment on wh1ch Southwest Landfill fits as best 
su1ted to open space (See A!taclunent E). Any development on this edge was 
supposed to have been placed back from the edge by at least 200 feet (originally, 
by 500 feet). The reasons fo1 this are numerous. 

I . The slope of this escarpment is considered one of the fastest eroding slopes in 
the world - according to the Soil Conservation Service (now the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service); 

2. The edge of this escarpme11t l1as long been a footpath io the petroglyphs on the 
1101 thwestern escarpment of Alb for the restdents of the Isleta Pueblo. 

3. An archeological survey taken in the late 80s by Matt Schmader of C1ty Open 
Space indicates that there are significant archeological sites along this 
escarpment in the vicinity of the Landfill .tSee Attaclu11ent F) 

. 
ExpansiOn of this facility will increase the erosion of the escarpment, put the 
archeological sites at risk and result in the County and City never being able to 
fulfill the Open Space plan in this area of the County. 

The fact that Southwest Landfill has chosen to purchase additional acreage around 
its facility is not a reason for approval of this expansion. And, the cost involved to 
Southwest should not have any bearing on this decision. The Landfill is required, 
by State Law, to have a minimum 50-foot buffer between its cells and the edge of 
its prope11y. It has never been able to comply with this requirement on some of its 
cells. Purchase of additional property may have been related to creating the 
legally required buffer areas. 

Expansion of Use/Activities - T ransfer Station and s tor age vard 

We are opposed to this expanded use for the fo llowing reasons: 

o The Number 2 condition on the landfills 1992/94 County pem1i t notes that the 
State will set all the controls for operatio11s. Southwest Landfill has no State 
approva1 to operate a transfer station or be a storage yard. And, when and tf it 
applies, the community wtll fight this apphcauon on the basis of the State's "baCI 
operator·· regulation which says that operators that v1olate their permits should not 
be allowed additional uses. (See section below on violatious of permits) 

o Additional services will result in additional impacts on the community without 
sufficient value lo that corruuunity. This is a direct violation oftht' Coumy's 
manda te to safeguard the public safet) and welfare. 

.. 
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Traffic- As noted earlier , this is a residen tial community. Children load on 
school buses on both Coors and Pajarito Road. Landfill trucks are a menace 
because they are large and trave l at h igh rates of speed. [ncreasing the traffic wi ll 
create a detrimental effect on the community. Once it becomes known tJ1at this 
facility is a transfer station, the use of these roads will increase subs tantwlly­
despite the landfi II ' s claims otherwise. 

Southwest Landfi ll uses the designation of Pajarito Road as its "all-weather, road 
to comply with the conditions of its special use permit. However, Pajari to Road 
ends at least Y:z mile before one reaches the landfill. The road running south from 
the top of the escarpment where Pajarito Road continues to west is called 
"Escarpme11t Road." It is unpaved and, we believe, not a road that the County has 
ever approved as an "all-weather" road . Our requests, in the past, to seek formal 
and written approval from County Public Works that this road conforms to all 
other "all-weather" roads in the County have met with silence. 

Dus t a nd Blowing Trash - The residents of this community are already 
subjected to large quant ities of dust (from the unpaved road and the landfill itself) 
and to trash that-blows off of trucks entering the landfill or over the fence a t the 
land fill. 

o Finally, it is true that the Southwest area, especially the escarpment and mesa of 
the Pajarito and Atrisco lands experience regular dumping of household waste by 
individuals who either have no where else to put their trash or simply find this the 
eas iest solution. Despite this, the residents on the mesa, on Pajarito Road, and 
throughout the Southwest Valley are opposed to this application for a transfer 
station at thi s site . The nature of this opposition lies in the points made above and 
in the fol lowing concerns: 

• Southwest Landfill has a chronic record of fai lure to comply with the 
conditions on both its State and County permits and the State and 
County have a long his Lory of providing little reg'ular o versight of this 
operation and of never forcing this operator to comply quickly or 
fining it for being out of compliance. As a 1:esult of these two things, 
the Community believes that this operation actually puts the 
community at risk not only for numerous "nuisance" issues but also 
for risk of bod ily hann and that expanded activities will result in 
increasing this ri sk to the community. / 

The Landfill's history shows clear and willful unwillingness to quickly 
and professionally bring its operation into compliance with new or 
modified conditions; to delay compliance until such time as County 
and/or State changes provide a platform for compliance at public 
expense; and w operate without sufficiently qualified/trained staff. 

4 



The pa' ing of Pajarito Road to make rl an "all-weather'' road "''1$ 
done through State moneys in about 200 I, untd that time. from 
1992 to 2001, the Landfill operated with a Count) Permit requiring 
an all-weather road, but the County never requued that it commit 
the private funds to ensure such a road 
A similar situation occurred v.-uh 1he dramage plan. The landfill 
failed, despile repeated efforts by AMAFCA to engage the landfill 
in creatmg a plan, provide a plan until 1999 when Bernalillo 
County finally brought Pajarito Road mto rts maintenance system 
and filed a drainage report with Public Works and AMAFCA as 
part of the overall Pajarito Road Improvements pr oject- at public 
expense. 
In October of 1999, the landfill was inspected by the Stene Solid 
Waste Division on September 1 8, 2000, at the insistence of the 
Community, and found to be 111 Vio lation of numerous major and 
minor conditions for operation- all ofthemlmov.m to the landfill 
as normal orerating procedures and safety rules. It was given until 
October I 911 to bring these violatrons into compliance. (See 
Attachment G). However, not until June of2001 did the State 
Waste Department verify that most of the violations had been 
conected. These violatiOns, most notably, included 

o Failing to keep its cleanup bond moneys up to date and in 
order and thus to provide adequate financial coverage for 
closure and post-closure care, 

o Failing to ensure a qualified operato1 or h1s representative 
is present at all times; 

o Failing to provide intermediate cover fo r the pit every day; 
o Failing to provide adequate records to inspectors; 
o Failing to post appropriate emergency and operational 

signs; 
o Failing to ensure that staff were familiar with various plans 

and operational procedures; 
o Failing to "use principles of sanitary engineering and 

confine the landfill's working face .. " 

The State failed, although repeatedly requested by the comnnmity, to 
ever verify that the issues related to the Landfill's fail ures to provide 
qualified operators was ever rectified. This is of concern given the last 
rssue noted below- Landfill employees failmg to operate the facihty 
in a way that ensures public safety. 

Clearly, the landfill's senior man after more than 
10 years of oversight of this facility, either si y chooses to run a 
sloppy and unsafe operation, is undea1 on even the most basic 
requirements or is, despite hts clallll5, no1 qualtfied to O\ersee such?. 
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facility At the ve1y least, h1s operation endangers it~ clients and the 
COlllllllliiHY 111 numerous w<~ys 

In March of 1998, Bernalillo County staff, at the community's 
request, inspected the landfill (see Attaclunent H). As a result of 
that inspection, a letter was sent to the landfill by 
noting lack of compliance. sent the Coalition a letter 
in later March of 1998 noting that the dfill was not in 
compliance with a few of its conditions based on this County site 
visit. In October of J 998. a letter from put tJ1e 
landfill on nmice tbat it was still out co tance with the 
conditions of its permit and that it had 30 days to comply or face 
cancell ation . In June of 1998 notmg thai rhe operation was out of 
compliance with its rmit. In November of 1998, the landfill's 
manage filed a leHCI ch the report of 
non-compliance. In December of 1998, sem the 
JandfiU a letter stating: " .. . "that our no ber 22 was 
premature. At this time we will take no immed1ate enforcement 
ac.tion, but we will continue to monitor the situation to ensure that 
the conditions of approval are met. 

Despite repeated requests to - and that 
he identify the actual details of compliance 111 t e eyes of the 
County and why the County was "premature" in its lener of 
October 22, - fai led to provide the community with any 
information on the County's v1ew of the original investigation, its 
claims of ·ance at that time, and its willingness to agree 
to view of the status of the landfill. - 's 
only offer to the community was that we could come in a "review 
the files." Upon review, we notified - that 1here was not 
even a copy of the approved Site Plan in his files, making it 
impossib le for the conununi ty to investigate comphance in such a 
review. - later, apparently, found a copy by inquiring as to 
whether Southwest Landfi II had a copy that the County could 
photocopy for its files (Is it any wonder the community is 
concerned about the monitoring of thIS sJte?) . 

in late August of2002, a community member by the name 
was killed at the landfill According to the / 

Sheriffs reporr (See Attaclunent I) - was run over, 
dismembered and pushed into a· ·t at Southwest landfill by a 
heavy equipment operator when - was at the site 
dumping a small load of cont1actor's type trash from his personal 
p1ckup The shenffs repon 1ndicates that 
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There was an obvious complete blmd spot1n the ' iew from the 
middle interior mirror d1rectly bl!hllld the equipment , the side 
'1ew mirrors had a blind spot t xcept beyond about ll feet back 
from the vehicle; and the loud beeper that generally operates on 
such equipment when it IS 111 reverse was not working Landfill 
staff stated: ""The Beeper had been broken for the last couple 
of days." 

The landfi II faces a wrongful death suit as a resul t of this tragic 
accident- an accident that would probably never have occurred if 
Landfill staff had been appropnately trained and if there were a 
culture of operational safety and compliance. 

[n closing, we wisb to state the following. Our commu!llty understands that Southwest 
Landfill is currently the only C&D waste facility in Bernalillo County. However, we are 
not actually dependent on this landfill alone. Ceno Colorado, which IS a state of the art 
facility and has a history of clean operations, was paid for by both County and City 
res1deqtc: ;c: " ""' i tied to take in C&D waste and was supposed to be pennirted for C&D. 
P. • . ~ing for its Cow1ty permit, the C&D portion of its permit was "pulled" 
by the Corru11issioners si'tting at tha! 1ime. The County is dependent on Southwes1 
Landfi II only because of that action and, despite two recent requests by the City Solid 
Waste division and City Counselors, the County Conunissioners have refused to modify 
Cerro Colorado's permit to include C&D waste. There is no legal, 
envir01U11ental/technical, or public welfare reason to refuse to allow Cerro Colorado to 
take 111 C&D. 

Thus, any claim that Southwest Landfill should be allowed to expand because of the 
County's dependence on this facility flies in the face of the fac ts. The County could solve 
that with a simple vote and the community would resoundingly support a change in the 
Ceno Colorado permit. 

Jfthe authorities wish to solve the problem of trash being dumped on the mesa, they 
should engage in whatever the normal process is for siting a transfer station- ensuring 
the community oftl1e due diligence behind such a Siting. It should not be solved by 
allowing a private operator, with a history of gross negligence and violation, to simply 
modify its permit and become a solution to that problem without any of the needed due 
diligence to ensure public safety. 

/ 
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\Ve tecl stmngly thai for all of the 1easons above, th1s faciluy should not be allowed to 
expand us footpnnt or its aclivities. To do so, v10lates the ELUC's own plans and 
ordinances and it puts our community at further risk of the nnpac1 and negligence of this 
operator. 

os, res~~ 
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~0 ALIT I 0 N OF NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATIONS 

March ll , 2003 

TO: THE EXTRATERRITORIAL L AND USE A UTHORITY 

REF: CSU-30001 

Dear Members of the Extraterritorial Land Use Authority 

The South Valley Coalition of Neighborhood Associations, which is made up of I 5 Neighborhood 
Associations, located in the Southwestern quadrant of Bernalillo County, is adamantly opposed to this 
request. 

Prior to the ELUC hearing, we met with this original agent, Frank Sandoval, and Rafeal Val de Pena to 
inform ourselves of their intent and plans. We agree with the unammous dectston of the ELUC that thts 
application should be denied for the reasons outlined in the "Findings" from the ru ling at the ELUC 
heanng .. 

In addition to those find ings, we wish that it be recognized that all County and City staff and technical 
advisors who spoke concerning this application recommended denial. That included: 

)> Open Space staff who noted that the City's comprehensive Open Space Facility plan, which 
is the only comprehensive open space plan, designates the edge of the southwestern 
escarpment as targeted for Open Space - because of the high ly erosive nature of the so ils and 
the historical ties This area has as a footpath from Isleta Pueblo to the sacred Petroglyph 
lands; 

)> The Groundwater Advisor y Board - which noted, as staff concluded, that approval of 
expansion would constitute a violation of the GPPAP and thus, also, a violation of the 
Bernal ill o County Solid Waste Management Code, adopted in 1998 with a specific reference · 
to the GPPAP. 

The issue of expansion is an issue of violation oflaw, and ruled upon by the NM Court of Appeals as 
presented in the existing record, and should be dismissed without any time wasted by this Authoricy or the 
public. This forum is not an appropnate forum for the applicant to challenge the validity of the crucial 
zone or the GPP AP. 

Concerning the issues of allowing a transfer station and a site for the storage of equipment (unrelated to 
landfill operations), we would like to highlight a few points that came out in the ELUC hearing and are 
included in your documentation already. 
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F1rst, th1s landfill has only one access road and that road runs smack through a residential conm1un1ty 
where children load onto and off of school buses. There IS no Similar use anywhere near th1s Site. Th1s IS 
not a sound sue for a transfer stalton or a Site to house large equipment If a transfer station IS needed m 
the South Valley, then 11 should be placed at a central location where pa!Tons can reach It Wlthout 
travelmg res1denhal roads. There IS absolutely no evidence that allowmg a !Tansfer station at this site 
would mitigate the 1llegal dumpmg on the Southwest Mesa and Escarpment. ln fact, there are every b11 as 
sound arguments md1cating that 1t mcrease 11. 

Second, the landfill has made the argument that the transfer sta tion status would simply allow it to do 
something it already does. We believe this IS a misrepresentation of the facts . The purpose ofthe bins that 
the landfill IS now required to have on site for municipal waste IS to ensure that any waste that is not 
ConstructiOn Debns only and gets through the gate will be spotted before bemg dumped mto the p1t and 
housed m these bins until it can be removed to an appropnately penmtted site. In reality, Mr. Val de Pena 
and other staff at the s1te are supposed to inspect each load before it comes through the gate and refuse it 
entry 1f it IS carrying unpennitted (for that facility) waste. 

Th1rd, th1s landfill operator has been consistently out of compliance with liS State and County permit 
tlu oughout its history, most notably in the last 3 years. The VIolations ran from the most basic regulations, 
such as posting emergency s igns, to highly dangerous - for the community and the taxpayer - big issues 
such as failing to put in place and keep up to date w1th its clean up assurance mstrument. If one looks at 
the violations noted by the State Inspection, one concludes that the landfill manager either chooses to run 
a sloppy operation or simply does not understand how to operate withm the state penn1t. 

Lastly, as you can see and was recorded at the ELUC hearing, there is overwhelming corrununity 
oppOSitiOn to th1s application. Not one single corrununity member spoke m favor of this application at the 
ELUC heanng. 

In August of 2002, a patron was killed at this landfill when an employee, operating a large piece of eatih 
moving equipment with a broken backup beeper and rearview mirrors set in a way that made it imposs1ble 
to have full view of what was behind you, pushed him into a pit and then proceeded to cover him over 
with the rest of the debris being worked at that moment. 

Our community believes that this landfill is already a detriment to its neighbors and the entire community 
because of its location at the back of a residential area and because of the way in which it chooses to run 
its business. We feel that any expansion of uses and activity are not only in violation of plans and codes, 
but also will only further endanger our comrnumty, given that the operator has shown no ability to 
manage his existing operations well. 

Best Regards, 

Shannon A. Horst 
Prestdent 
877-0551 ; 842-5252 
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SOUTH VALLEY CLEAN ENVIRONMENT CAMPAIGN 
"l'ro•·•lfmg wnyr to prtltcct our lien/Ill aud t111•iromu c11t to benefit tJIIf Jamlf•es and Dllr com/lllllli ty" 

.... ____ ~ 

March II, 2003 

Extraterritorial Land Use Authority 
Chaim1an Steve Gallegos 
One Civic Plaza, NW- 10 111 Floor 
Albuquerque, NM 87 102 

Subject: Appeal Application C0-30008/CSU-30001 

Dear Chairman Gallegos and Commissioners; 

The Sou th Valley Clean Environment Campaign respectfully submits this letter in 
opposition of Southwest Landfill's Appeal to the decision made by the ELUC on 
February 4, 2003 denying their request for a Special Use Permit (CSU-3000 1) that would 
allow landfill expansion and construction of a transfer station and estab lishment of an 
equ ipment storage yarl 

The South Valley Clean Envirorunent Campaign is a communi ty action initiative formed 
to build the capacity of South Valley residents and small businesses to address 
environmental health risks and issues in our neighborhoods. Leading organizations 
include Rio Grande Community Development Corporation. Kalpulli lzkalli, and 
Sou thWest Organizing Proj ect. Several Neighborhood Associations and residents from 
the South Valley participate in our Community Advisory Conunittee inc luding members 
of the Pajarito Mesa Mutual Domestic Water Consumer Association and Pajarito Mesa 
residents. 

Attached please find petitions signed by SV residents, including more than one-hundred 
signatures from Pajarito Mesa residents , who are adamantly opposed to the SW 
Landfill's request for a Special Use Pennit. 

The proposed expansion of the Southwest Landfill beyond its present pem1itted area is in 
direct conflict with the City/adopted Ground- Water Protection Policy and Action Plan 
(GPP A.P) to "prohibit expansion of or creation of new municipal or p rivately-owned 
landfi lls in crucial areas", in which the SW Landfi ll is located. A 'crucial area' is 
described by four criteria including areas used or likely to be used for public and priva'te 
water supply. Exi sting private wells and a proposed community well are in the 
immediate area. 

We are also concemed that the application, which was incomplete due to the remainmg 
eleven unanswered questions "for which SW Landfill has fai led to provide infonnation," 

1608 ISLETA BLYD SW ALBUQUERQ U E. NM 87105 PO BOX 12791 ALBUQUERO UI:. N M 87195- 2791 

PHONE. 505- '152-8525 F.'-\X: 505-4.52-9554 I$1AI L SVPCJ@SWCP.COM 
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as indicated on page 16 of the Staff Report. The application is void of answers to several 
1ssues such as mcomplete infom1ation on location of archaeo logical sites; little discussion 
and proJection of future trash co llection/ le vels for landfill and transfer s tation; and no fire 
protection plan provided. 

The Storage yard is a major concern wi th more unanswered questions and a sense of 
another way of saying "Junk Yard". The following are some questions we would like to 
have answered: 

How long wiiJ equipment/junk be stored? 
What kind o f equipment? Will it be broken equipment, usable or unusable? 
Will repairs be done on site? 
How wi ll S W Landfill deal with oils and so lvents, and other hazardous 
materials commonly generated by old or even new equipment? 
Who will monitor the Storage/junk yard? 
Will tl1is area be fenced in? There is currently a maj or problem with lack of 
fencing, resulting in trash and debris scattered all over Pajarito Mesa and 
surrounding community, encouraging more illegal dumping. 

-
Furthermore, there is community apprehension about the increased traffi c that both the 
expansion and transfer stat ion will generate causing more health and safety issues in 
particu lar with chi ldren. Attached are six transparencies of recent photos that 
demonstrate the already ex isting problem with dust and uncovered truckloads. 
Uncovered truckloads leav·e a trail· of trash as well as clouds of dust where they drive 
right by the school bus stop where non-visible children walk home breathing in the dust. 

For all of the above reasons, we respectfull y ask that you please consider our concerns 
and deny this request. 

Sincerely, 

c.._ ., . ::-.' 
:-r.) t£_ -~~ ~ 

s~Zs:na, ;£#C7 / . -
Contact Person 

Cc: Catherine VerEecke, Program Planner 
Bernalillo County Department of Zoning, Building and Pla1ming 
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PETITION IN OPFDSfTION TOA S..--'"':IAL USE PERMIT(CSU-30001SOUT "'CST LANDFill. LLC) 
ALLOWlNG TI-lE EXPANSION OF ... J TIIWEST LAND FlU. AND TO CON ... _ r{UCT A TRANSFER STATION 
AND ESTABLISH AN EQUIPMENT STORAGE YARD. 

We, the undersign, are of the opi nion that by allowing Southwest Landfi ll to expand and construct a Transfer 
Station wouJd have serious negative impacts on the PajaJito Mesa Community due potential contaminati(m and 
proximity of existing private and community wells as well as the Pajarito Mesa Mutu.aJ Domestic Water 
Consumers Association's current domestic well project to provide safe drinking water services to the 
community. This Project would also add to the serious affects on the health and safety of our children and 
residents by increased uaffic, dust, and noise and would increase the already existing problem with littering and 
illegal dumping. Furthermore, we feel that it is an environmental injustice to the residents of our community 
who are primarily Latino. Please do not enable this change in zoning that would so negatively impact the 
quality of our lives in the neighborhood. 

NAME/PRINT NA!v1EJS IGN ADDRESS DATE 



We the undersigned sup port the Cotnmunity of Pajarito Mesa .Opposing. The 
request for Expansion And Transfer-Station Of T he Southwest Land Fill 

Name Address Signature Phone # 



The Community of Pajarito Mesa and surrounded neighborhoods stand behind the ELUC 
unanimous decision of Denial of expansion and transfer station for household waste of 
the Southwest Landfill CSU30001. 

NAME ADDRESS PH COMMENTS 



PETITION IN OPPOSITION TO A- ...::CIAL USE PERMIT (CSU-30001/SOL __ ,WEST LANDFILL. LLC) 
ALLOWING THE EXPANSION OF SOUTI-IWEST LANDFILL. AND TO CONSTRUCT A TRANSFER STATION 
AND ESTABLISH AN EQUTPlVIENTSTORAGE YARD. 

We, the undersign, are of the opiruon that by allowing Southwest Landfill to expand and construct a Transfer 
Station would have serious negative impacts on the Pajarito Mesa Community due poteritiaJ contarrunariQn and 
proximity of existing private and community wells as well as the Pajarito Mesa MLitUal Domestic Water 
Consumers Association's current domestic well project to provide safe drinking water services to the 
community. This Project would also add to the serious affects on the health and safety of our children and 
residents by increased traffic, dust and noise and would increase the already existing problem with littering and 
illegal dumping. Furthermore. we feel that it is an environmental injustice to the residents of our community 
who are primarily Latino. PI ease do not en.abl e this change in zoning that wou.J d so negatively impact the 
quality of our Jives in the neighborhood. 

NAME!PRfNT NAMEJSIGN ADDRESS DATE 

12. 



We the undersigned support the Community of Pajarito Mesa .Opposing The 
request for Expansion And Transfer-S tation Of The South ... ,•est Land F ill 
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SOUT 'ALLEY CLEAN ENVIRONMENT CF ..,AI GN 
(Rio Grande Community Devel t..,.,ment Corporation, Southwest Orga1. _.ng Project , and Kalpulli lzka ll i) 

Petition In Opposition to a Special Use Permit (CSU-30001/SO UTHWEST LANDFILL, LLC) Allowing The 
Expansion Of Southwes t Landfi ll, and to Construct A Transfer Station And Establ ish An Equipment 
Storage Yard. 

We, the undersigned are of the opinion that allowing Southwest Landfill to expand current 
landfill operations from 65 acres to 120 acres, construct a transfer station, and es tablish an 
equipment storage yard is an environmental injustice to the Pajarito Mesa Community as well as the 
entire South Valley Community. Both solid waste (municipal) facilities in Bernalillo County now sit in 
the SW corner of the County. The proposed expansion would have serious negative impacts to the 
surrounding commun1ties as well , Isleta Pueblo and the Los Padillas area, all communities of color 
and are made up of families that live below the national poverty level. 

This Project would add to the serious affects on the health and safety of the children and 
residents of Pajarito Mesa by increased traffic, dust, and noise and would increase the al ready 
existing problem with littering and illegal dumping. We are concerned tha t the Southwest Landfill is 
located in the "Crucial Area" designated by the Ground-water Protection Policy and Action Plan 
(GPPAP) and tha t in 1 gg7 Bernalillo County failed to follow GPPAP and its own Solid Waste 
regu lations. An inspection for compliance by an Environmental Specialist with NMED on September 
8, 2000, indicated that Southwest Landfill had ten (1 0) minor and major code violations, including .:..:. 
unsanitary engineering practices. What does th is tell us of their intent to be-"good neighbors"? 

Please do not enable this Special Use Permit that would s o negati ve ly impact the quality 
of l ife in Pajarito Mesa, the s urro unding neighborhoods, and the South Valley community. 

NAME/PRINT 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11 . 

12 . 

13. 

14. 

15. 

NAME/SIGN ADDRESS DATE 
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CLEAN ENVIRONMENT CAMPAJG 
( RJO GRAI\IDE COMl'vfUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORPORA TfON, SOUTHWEST ORGANIZING PROJECT 

AI\"D KALPULLI fZKALLI) 

PETITION IN OPPOSITION TO A P ECIA L USE PERM1T (CS U-30001/SOUTHWEST LANDFILL, LLC) 
ALLOWI G THE EX PA I'\SION OF SOUTHWEST LANDFILL. AND TO CONSTRUCT A TR!\NSFER 
STATION AND ESTABLISH AN EQUIPMENT STORAGE YARD. 

We, the undersigned are of the opinion that allowing Southwest Land fi II to expand current landfill 
operations, construct a transfer station, and establish an equipment storage yard is an environmental injustice to 
the Pajanto Mesa Community as well as the entire South Valley Communi ty. Both solld waste (munic1pal) 
fat;:i lities in Bernalillo County now sit in the SW comer of the Coumy. The proposed expansion would have 
serious negati ve 1mpacts to the surroundi ng communities as well , Isleta Pueblo and the Los Padillas area, all 
communities of color and are made up of families that live below the national poverty level. 

This Project would add to the serious affects on the health and safety of the chi ldren and residents of 
Pajarito Mesa by increased traffic, dust, and noise and would increase the already existing problem with 
li ttering and illegal dumping. We are concerned that the Southwes t Landfill is located in the "Crucial Area" 
designated by th~ Ground-wa ter Prorection Policy and Ac ti on Plan (GPPAP) and that in 1997 Bernalillo County 
failed to follow GPPAP and its own Solid Waste regulations. An inspectiOn for compliance by an 
Environmental Speciali st with NMED on September 8, 2000, indicated that Southwest Landfill had ten (10) .~ 
mi nor and major code violations , including unsanitary engineering practices. What_does this tell us of their ,_ 
intent to be "good neighbors"'? 

Please do not enable this Special Use Permit that would so negatively impact the quality of life in 
Pajarito M esa, the surrounding neighborhoods, and the South Valley community. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

JO. 

11: 

12. 

13. 

1-1. 
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SVC..._ ~4N ENVIRONMENTG~ ~1R41GN 
(RIO GRANDE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION, SOUTHWEST ORGANIZING PROJECT, 

AND KALPULU IZKALLI) 

PETITION IN OPPOSITION TO A SPECIAL USE PERMIT (CSU-3000lJSOUfHWEST LANDFILL, LLC) 
ALLOWING THE EXPANSION OF SOUTHWEST LANDFILL, AND TO CONSTRUCT A TRANSFER 
STATION AND ESTABLISH AN EQUIPMENT STORAGE YARD. 

We, the undersigned are of the opinion that allowing Southwest Landfil l to expand current landfill 
operations from 65 acres to 120 acres, construct a transfer station, and establish an equipment storage yard is an 
environmental injustice to the Pajarito Mesa Community as well as the entire South Valley Community. Both 
solid waste (municipal) facilities in Bernalillo County now si t in the SW corner of the County. The proposed 
e>.:pansion would have serious negative impacts to the surrounding communities as well, Isleta Pueblo and the 
Los Padillas area, all communities of color and are made up of families that Jive below the nationa l poverty 
level. 

This Project would add to the serious affects on the health and safety of the children and residents of 
Pajarito Mesa by increased traffic, dust, and noise and would increase the already existing problem with 
littering and illegal dwnping. We are concerned that the Southwest Landfill is located in the "Crucial Area" 
designated by the Grow1d-water Protection Policy and Action Plan (GPPAP) and that in 1997 Bernalillo County 
failed 1D follow GPPAP and its own Solid Waste regulations. An inspection for compliance by an 
Environmental Specialist wi th NMED on September 8, 2000, indicated that Southwest Landfill had ten (lG} 
rrunor and major code violations, including WlSan.itary engineering practices. What does this tell us of their 
intent to be "good neighbors"? 

Please do not enable this Special Use Permit that would so negatively impact the quality of life in 
Pajarito Mesa, the surrounding neighborhoods, and the South Valley community. 

NAME/PRINT NAME/SIGN ADDRESS DATE 
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PETITION IN OPPOSITION TO A~ .:IAL USE PERMIT (CSU-30001/SOUl t:ST LANDFILL, LLC) 
ALLOWING THE EXPANSION OF SOUTHWEST LANDFILL. AND TO CONSTRUCT A TRANSFER STATION 
AND ESTABLISH AN EQUIPI'v1ENT STORAGE YARD. 

We, the undersign, are of r.he opinion that by allowing Southwest Landfi II to expand and construct a Tra n.sfer 
Station would have serious negative impacts on the Pajarito Mesa Com.rnunity due potential contamination ar1d 
prmdmity of e>dsting private and community wel ls as well as the Pajarito Mesa Mutual Domestic Water 
Consumers Association's current domestic welt project to provide safe drinking water services to the 
community. This Project would also add to the serious affects on the health and safety of our children and 
residents by increased traffic, dust, and noise and would increase the already existing problem with littering and 
illegal dumping. Furthermore, we feel that it is an environmental injusti ce to the residents of our community 
who are primarily Latino. Please do not enable this change in zoning that would so negatively impact the 
quality of our lives in the neighborhood . 

NAME/PRINT NAMEISJGN ADDRESS DATE 
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s· ~EAN ENVIRONMENT CAMPAIGi"\ f .:_ , ·• 
( RIO GRAND£ COMIV1UNJTY OEVt..LOPMENT CORPORATI ON, SOUTHWEST ORGANIZfNG PROJECT, 

AND KALPULLJ IZKALLI) 

PETITI ON IN OPPOSITION TO A SPECIAL USE P ERMIT (CSU-30001 /SOUTHWEST LA DfiLL, LLC) 
ALLOW ING TH E EXPANSION OF SOUTHWEST LAI\'D f lLL, AND TO CONSTRUCT A T RANSFER 
STATI ON AND ESTABLISH AN EQUIPMENT STOHA G£ YARD. 

We, the undersigned are of tbe opinion that allowing Southwest Landfill to expand current landfill 
operaLJ ons, construct a transfer station, and esrablish an equipment storage yard is an envi ronmen tal injus ti ce to 
the Paj anto Mesa Community as well as the entire South Valley Commu nity. Bo th solid waste (munic ipal ) 
fac iliti es in Bernali llo County now SJ t in the SW comer of the County. The proposed expansiOn wou ld have 
senous negarive 1mpacts to the sunounding communiues as well , Isleta Pueblo and the Los Padillas area, all 
communi ties of color and are made up of fami) ies that live below the national pover1y level. 

This ProJeCt would add ro the se1ious affec ts on the health and safety of the children and residents of 
PaJarito Mesa by 1ncreased traffic, dust , and noise and would increase the already existing problem wlfh 
li ttering and illegal dumping. We are concerned that the Southwest Landfill is located in the "Crucial Area" 
designated by the Ground-water Protec tion Policy and Action Plan (GPPAP) and that in 1997 Bemalillo County 
fa iled [0 fo llow GPPAP and ItS own Sol id Waste regul ations. An mspec tion for compliance by an 
Environmental Specia list with NMED on September 8, 2000, indicated that Southwest Land f!ll had ten (10) 
minor and maJor code violations, inc luding unsanitary engineeri ng practices. What ctoes thi s tell us of their '~ 
mtent to be "good neighbors"? 

Please do not enable this Special Use Permit that would so negatively impact the quality of life in 
Pajarilo Mesa, the surrounding neighborhoods, and the South Valley community. 

DATE 
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Pe!lcron en opocrsion para un pem1iso expeci<ll(csu300 1/South\\'est landfill.llc)Penniticndo Ia cxpancion 
del dornpe y Ia conslnJCion de un centro conveniente de basurll y estableser una li<J rda para manteer equ rpo 
pcsado 

Nosotros ;,rqur finnados somos de In opinion que al permitir at southwest landfill Ia expancion del dompe y 
Ia cortstnrcion del centro conveniente para des~jo de basura de casa. lendra serios impactos negatives en Ja 
comuntdad de pajarito mesa ya que puede veraltos riesgos poteuciales para Ia contaminacion de las norias 
privadas y norias comwtitarias en Ia region porIa prosimidad del dompe,y esto tam bien pe~judicaria el 
proyecto de la asociacion domcstica de consmrtidores de agua ya que su mision es prover scrvicio de agua 
limpia a Ia comunidad.Este proyecto del dompc tambien anade serios efectos de salud y seguridad de 
nuestros ninos y restd.entes de nuestro comwtidad atmJentando cl trafico polvo }' mido como tambien 
aumentara al problema que ya existe de despojo de basura elcgal .Por lo tanto tambten opinamos que este 
proyecto es una injusticia ambiemal para los residemes de Ia comwudad ya que Ia mayo ria en esta area 
somos Iatinos . 
Por favor no penniw eslos cambios que impactaria negativamerue Ia calidad de vida e n nuestra vecindad 

/ Nombrc Firma Direccion Fecha 



SOUTI \ LLEY CLEAN ENVIRONMENT CA' \IGN 
(Rio Grande Community Development Corporation, Southwest Orgam.c.•ng Project, and Kalpulli lzkalli) 

Petition In Opposition to a Special Use Permit (CSU-30001 /SOUTHWEST LANDFILL, LLC) Allowing The 
Expansion Of Southwest Landfill, and to Construct A Transfer Stati on And Establish An Equipment 
Storage Yard . 

We, the undersigned are of the opinion that allowing Southwest Landfill to expand current 
landfill operations from 65 acres to 120 acres. construct a transfer station. and establish an 
equipment storage yard is an environmental injustice to the Pajarito Mesa Community as well as the 
entire South Valley Community. Both solid waste (municipal) facilities in Bernalillo County now sit in 
the SW corner of the County. The proposed expansion would have serious negative impacts to the 
surrou nding communities as well , Isleta Pueblo and 1he Los Padillas area, all communities of color 
and are made up of fami lies that live below the national poverty level. 

This Project would add to the serious affects on the health and safety of the children and 
·residents of Pajarito Mesa by increased traffic. dust. and noise and would increase the already 
existing problem with littering and illegal dumping. We are concerned that the Southwest Landfill is 
located in the "Crucial Area" designated by the Ground-water Protection Policy and Action Plan 
(GPPAP) and that in 1997 Bernalillo County failed to follow GPPAP and its own Solid Waste 
regulations. An inspection for compliance by an Environmental Specia list with NMED on September 
8, 2000, indicated that Southwest Landfill had ten (1 0) minor and major code viola tions, including . .:. 
unsanitary engineering practices. What does this tell us of their intent to be- "good neighbors"? 

Please do not enable this Special Use Permit that would so negatively impact the quality 
of l ife in Pajarito Mesa, the surrounding neighborhoods, and the South Valley community. 

DATE 

L-------------------------------------------------------------------------~ 
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RIO (; nA Nn E COMMUNIT Y D f':VE I/"' J\11 ENT COf<PORA TION, SO t 1/ H WI~.' 1 0 /U_;/\NlliNI. I'H OJ EC1' 
:m KA LI'ULLI IZKALLI ) ' 

·ETITJ ON IN 0 1'/'0SITIOI\ TO ;\ SPEC! A L USJ~ PEHJVI IT (CSU<"\0001 /SU!; f'H WES'I LM<OFI U ,, 1.1 .( ·) 
. LL OW ING TH [ f~X PANSION OF SOlJTHW[ST I ,A NOFI Ll, , AND TO ( (JNSTIWCT A THANSF I~ I~ 
TA T IO N AND I·:STJ\ BUSH AN EQUI PMENT ST () I{A G E YA rw . 

We, th e undc•s•gned are of the op1111 0n th; il :.J! Iowlllg Southwest L;tl)c.Jfillto expand currc:nl l;u11ilill 

•pe:rat•ons, conslruu 11 transfer statiOn, and c~lubhsh an eqtllpmcnf ~lOrugc :-·i:fc.J •!> i.ln (;ll VIIOnmt nt ~JI l lljll \l iLl: I() 

he Pujanto Mesa Comrnun11y as well as tile enure SouLh V al ley Cornmun 11 ~· BoLh so l id \v<Jst e (mun 1etpa l ) 

actlittes tn Berna l tllo County now stt tn the SW corner of the Coun1y The pro(Josed exfJanston would h<~vc 
cn o us negat1 ve l ll1 fJ lH.:ls to the surroundtng co tm numt JCS as well, lsle1<1 Pueh lo and the Los Padtllas <ll t ll. all 
OIDnlUO iliCS O f C(liOJ' <1nd are made up of familJt ~ lhtll IJ ve below the ll<.JIIOO<d poverry level 

Thts ProJect would add to rhe senous affecLs on Lhe hea l th and safe r ~· of the ch ildren and rcs1d<.:rH s of 

'aJanLo M esa by me : eased traffi c, dust, and noise and wou ld tncrcase Lhc already Ci'\ JS! Jng problem wnh 

tl ten ng and tllegi:ll dumptng. We are concerned that the Southw est Landft iiJS located in the "Cructal A 1ea" 

lestgnated by the Ground-water ProteCtion Poltcy and A ct ion Pl an (GPPAPJ and that in 1997 Bemald lo County 

ailed to follow GPPAP and tiS own Solid Waste regu lations A n tn spectton for CO mfJi tance by an · 
: nvi ronmenral Specia l 1st w Jth NMED o n September 8, 2000. Jndtcated that Southwest Landfil l had ten ( 1 0) 
runor and maj or code violattons, Including unsan1tary engineering practtces What does th1 s tell us of their 
ntcnt to be "good ne1ghbors"? 

Please do not enable this Spec ial Use Permit that would so negatively impact: the qua li ty of life in 

>ajarito Mesa, the surrounding neig hborhoods , and the Sou th Va lley commu n ity. 
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_ . CLEAN ENVIRON1V1ENT CAMPAit. . . ; L 0 
( RIO GRANDE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION, SOUTHWEST ORGA NIZTNG PROJECT, 

AND KALPULLI IZKALLI) 

PETITION IN OPPOSITION TO A SPECIAL USE PERMIT (CSU-30001/SOUTHWEST LANDFILL, LLC) 
ALLOWING THE EXPANSI ON OF SOUTHWEST LANDFILL, AND TO CONSTRUCT A TRANSFER 
STATION AND ESTABLISH AN EQUIPMENT STORAGE YARD. 

Vole, the undersigned are of the opinion that allowing Southwest Landfill to expand current landfi ll 
operations, construct a transfer station, and establish an equipment storage yard is an environmental injustice to 
the Pajarito Mesa Community as well as the entire South Valley Community. Both solid waste (municipal) 
facilities in Bernalillo County now sit in the SW comer of the County. The proposed expansion wou ld have 
serious negative impacts to the surround1 ng communi ties as wel l, Isleta Pueblo and the Los Padillas area, a ll 
communities of color and are made up of families that live be low the national poverty le vel. 

This Project would add to the serious affects on the health and safety of the c hildren and residents of 
Pajarito Mesa by i11creased rraffic, dust, and noise and would increase the already existing problem with 
littering and illegal dumping. We are concerned that the Southwes t Landfill is located in the "Crucial Area'' 
designated by the Ground-water Protection Policy and Action Plan (GPPAP) and that in 1997 Bernalillo County 
failed to fol low GPPAP and its own Solid Waste regulations. An inspection for compliance by an 
Environmental Specialist wi th NrvffiD on September 8, 2000, indicated that Southwest Landfill had ten (lOL 
minor and major code violations, including unsanitary engineering practices. What does th1s tell us of their 
intent to be "good neighbors"? 

P lease do not enable this Special Use Permit that would so negatively impact the quali ty of life in 
Paja rito Mesa, the surrounding neighbor hoods, and the South Valle)' community. 
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SV CL . IN ENVIRONMENT CA. . .il~1IGN 
(RIO GRANDE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION, SOUTHWEST ORGANIZING PROJECT, 

AND KALPULLJ IZKALU) 

PETITION IN OPPOSITION TO A SPECIAL USE PERMIT (CSU-3000USOUTHWEST LANDFILL, LLC} 
ALLOWING THE EXPANSION OF SOUTHWEST LANDFILL, AND TO CONSTRUCT A TRANSFER 
STATION AND ESTABLISH AN EQUIPMENT STORAGE YARD-

We, the undersigned are of the opinion that allowing Southwest Landfill to expand current landfill 
operations from 65 acres to 120 acres, construct a transfer station, and establish an equipment storage yard is an 
environmental injustice to the Pajarito Mesa Community as well as the entire South Valley Community. Both 
solid waste (municipal ) facilities in Bernalillo County now sit in the SW corner of the County. The proposed 
expansion wouJd have serious negative impacts to the surrounding communities as well, IsJeta Pueblo and the 
Los Padillas area, all communities of color and are made up of families that live below the national poverty 
level. 

This Project would add to the serious affects on the health and safety of the children and residents of 
Pajarito Mesa by increased traffic, dust, and noise and would increase the already existing problem with 
littering and illegal dumping. We are concerned that the Southwest Landfill is located in the "Crucial Area .. 
designated by the Ground-water Protection Policy and Action Plan (GPPAP) and that in 1997 Bernalillo County 
failed to follow GPPAP and its own Solid Waste regulations. An inspection for compliance by an 
Environmental Specialist with NMED on September 8, 2000, indicated that Soutl!_west Landfill had ten (lOj 
minor and major code violations, including unsanitary engineering practices. What does this tell us of their 
intentto be "good neighbors"? 

Please do not enable this Special Use Permit that would so negatively impact the quality of life in 
Pajarito Mesa, the surrounding_neighborhoods, and the South VaUey community. 



PETITION IN OPPOSITION TO A ... _ iCIAL USE PERMIT (CSU-30001/SOU,. ,WEST LANDFILL. LLC) ' ' ·' _' " 1 
' - \ u 

ALLOW1NG THE EXPANSION OF SOUTIIWEST LANDFILL. AND TO CONSTRUCT A TRANSFER STATION 
AND ESTABUSH AN EQUIPMENT STORAGE YARD. 

We, the undersign, are of the opinion that by at lowing Southwest Landfi I I to expand and construct a Transfer 
Station would have serious negative impacts on the Pajari to Mesa Corrmunity due potential contamination and 
proximity of existing private and community wells as well as the Pajarito Mesa Mutual Domestic Water 
Consumers Association's current domestic well project to provide safe drinking water services to the 
community. This Project would also add to the serious affects on the health and safety of our children and 
residents by increased traffic, dust, and noise and would increase the already existing problem with littering and 
illegal dumping. Furthermore, we feel that it is an environmental injustice to the residents of our comm..mity 
who are primarily Latino. Please do not enable this change in zoning that wouJd so negatively impact the 
quality of our Jives in the neighborhood. 

·NAME/PRINT NANIEJSIGN ADDRESS DATE 



PETITION IN OPPOSITION TOA :.. ~CIAL USE PERMlT (CSU-30001/SOlJl. _.VEST LANDFILL, LLC) 
ALLOWING THE EXPANSION OF SOU1HWEST LANDFILL, AND TO CONSTRUCT A TRANSFER STATION 
AND ESTABLISH AN EQUIPtvrENT STORAGE YARD. 

We, the undersign, are of the opinion that by allowing Southwest Landf i ll to expand and construct a Transfer 
Station would have serious negative impacts on the Pajarito Mesa Communi ty due potential contamination and 
proximity of exi sting private and community well s as well as the Pajarito Mesa Mutual Domestic Water 
Conswners Association's current domestic well project to provide safe drinking water services to the 
community. This Project would also add to the serious affects on the health and safety of our children and 
residents by increased traffic, dust, and noise and would increase the already existing problem with littering and 
i li e gal dumping. Furthermore, we feel that it is an environmental injusnce to the residents of our community 
who are primarily Latino. Please do not enable this change in zoning that would so negatively impact the 
quality of our lives in the neighborhood. 

NAME/PRINT NAME/SIGN ADDRESS DATE 




